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HYMNS OF THE DAY

Resurrectional Apolytikion Plagal of the First Tone

Let us worship the Word, O ye faithful, praising Him that with the Father and
the Spirit is co-beginningless God, Who was born of a pure Virgin that we all be
saved; for He was pleased to mount the Cross in the flesh that He assumed,
accepting thus to endure death. And by His glorious rising, He also willed to
resurrect the dead.

Tov cvvavapyov Adyov Tlotptl kol TIvedbpott, tov €k Tlapbévov teyxbévia eig
c@Tpiav NUAOV, AVOUVACOLEY TIGTOL KOl TPOCKVVIICOEY, OTL OSOKNOE GapKi,
avelBelv v 1@ otavp®, kal Bavatov dropeival, Kol Eyeipat ToVg TebvedTag, €V
1] €vo6E® AvaoTtacel adToD.

Apolytikion of the Church

On this day when our salvation is crowned for eternity and the revelation of the
mystery of the ages O the Son of God becomes on this day the Virgin’s Son with
Gabriel proclaiming the tidings of God’s Grace, and we also join in the cry unto
the Theotokos singing Hail to You who are filled with Grace the Lord is with
You.

Yfuepov Thig compiag Nudv 1o Kepdiatov, kol tod an' aidvog Muotnpiov 1
PavEPMOIG, 0 Y10¢ 10D g0, Yiog tiig [Tapbhévou yivetar, kol FafpmA v xapw
gvayyeliletat, Ad cOvV avTd M Ogotdkm forowpev, Xaipe Kexoprtopévn, 0
Kvprog petd cod.

Kontakion

Though You went down into the tomb, You destroyed Hades' power, and You
rose the victor, Christ God, saying to the myrrh-bearing women, "Hail!" and
granting peace to Your disciples, You who raise up the fallen.

EPISTLE:

The Reading is from Acts of the Apostles 16:16-34

In those days, as we apostles were going to the place of prayer, we were met by
a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners much gain by
soothsaying. She followed Paul and us, crying, "These men are servants of the
Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation." And this she did for
many days. But Paul was annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit, "I charge
you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her." And it came out that very
hour. But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they seized
Paul and Silas and dragged them into the market place before the rulers; and
when they had brought them to the magistrates they said, "These men are Jews
and they are disturbing our city. They advocate customs which it is not lawful
for us Romans to accept or practice.” The crowd joined in attacking them; and
the magistrates tore the garments off them and gave orders to beat them with
rods. And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into
prison, charging the jailer to keep them safely. Having received this charge, he
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put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. But about
midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the
prisoners were listening to them, and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so
that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors
were opened and every one's fetters were unfastened. When the jailer woke and
saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to kill
himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried with a loud
voice, "Do not harm yourself, for we are all here." And he called for lights and
rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas, and
brought them out and said, "Men, what must | do to be saved?" And they said,
"Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.”
And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all that were in his house.
And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their wounds, and he
was baptized at once, with all his family. Then he brought them up into his
house, and set food before them; and he rejoiced with all his household that he
had believed in God.

Hpaéerg Arocstérov 16:16-34

‘Ev toig mMpepaic ékeivoig, €yéveto 8¢ mopevopévev MUdV &€l mpooevuynv
modicknv tva £yovcsov mvedpa mulwovog dravtijool Uiy, fitg épyaciov moAAV
TapeTye T0ig Kupiolg avtiig pavtevopuév.abtm katakorovdnicaca t@ [Mavio kai
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avT®dv, ¢mAafopevol tov TTadAiov kol Tov Zikav ilkvoav €ig v dyopav &mi
TOVG BPYOVTOG, KOl TPOGOyayovIEG aDTOVS TOIG GTPATHYOIG &imov: oDTol oi
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katayyéAlovoty £€0n 4 odk EEeotv MUiv mopadéyeoBor 00dE moelv “Popaiolg
001 K01 GUVETEGTN O dYAOg KAt adT@V. Kol 01 6TpaTyol mePIppHEAVTEG ODTHY
T ipdtio Ekéhevov pafdilev, moAldg te €mbévieg avtolg mAnyag EPoiov &ig
QVAOKNY, Tapayyeilavieg T@ OeoHOPOAOKL GGQUADG TNPElY avtovg Og
napayyerioy Tolowty einemg EBolev adToLE €ig TV €0MTEPOY EVAAKTY Kod
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Kvpiov kol wdot toig v 1] oikig adtod. kai maporafmdv avtovg &v gkeivn T
®py Tfig VuKTOg EhovoEV AmO TOV TANYDV, kol Efamticdn avtog kai ol avtod
névteg mopoypfine, Gvayoydv te odtodg &ig TOV oikov avtod mopédnke
tpamelav, Kol NYOAAAGOTO TOVOIKL TETOTEVKMG T)) Oed.

GOSPEL.:

Sunday of the Blind Man

The Reading is from John 9:1-38

At that time, as Jesus passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth. And his
disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was
born blind?" Jesus answered, "It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but
that the works of God might be made manifest in him. We must work the works
of him who sent me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can work. As
long as |1 am in the world, | am the light of the world.” As he said this, he spat on
the ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed the man's eyes with the
clay, saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam™ (which means Sent). So he
went and washed and came back seeing. The neighbors and those who had seen
him before as a beggar, said, "Is not this the man who used to sit and beg?"
Some said, "It is he"; others said, "No, but he is like him." He said, "l am the
man." They said to him, "Then how were your eyes opened?" He answered,
"The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, 'Go to
Siloam and wash'; so | went and washed and received my sight." They said to
him, "Where is he?" He said, "I do not know."

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was
a sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. The Pharisees
again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, "He put
clay on my eyes and | washed, and I see." Some of the Pharisees said, "This man
is not from God, for he does not keep the sabbath.” But others said, "How can a
man who is a sinner do such signs?" There was a division among them. So they
again said to the blind man, "What do you say about him, since he has opened
your eyes?" He said, "He is a prophet.”

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until
they called the parents of the man who had received his sight, and asked them,
"Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?" His
parents answered, "We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but
how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask
him; he is of age, he will speak for himself." His parents said this because they
feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess
him to be Christ he was to be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents
said, "He is of age, ask him."

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and said to him,
"Give God the praise; we know that this man is a sinner." He answered,
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"Whether he is a sinner, | do not know; one thing | know, that though | was
blind, now I see." They said to him, "What did he do to you? How did he open
your eyes?" He answered them, "I have told you already and you would not
listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you too want to become his
disciples?" And they reviled him, saying, "You are his disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man,
we do not know where he comes from." The man answered, "Why, this is a
marvel! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes.
We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of
God and does his will, God listens to him. Never since the world began has it
been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were
not from God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, "You were born in
utter sin, and would you teach us?" And they cast him out.

Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, "Do you
believe in the Son of man?" He answered, "And who is he, sir, that I may
believe in him?" Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and it is he who speaks
to you." He said, "Lord, I believe™: and he worshiped him.

Katd Toavvnv 9.1-38

T¢ xoup@ dkeive, Tapdymv gidev EvOpomov TVEAOY &k yeverfic. Kol fpdmoav
adToOV oi padntai adtod Adyoviec papPi, tic fuaptev, ovtog § ol yoveic ovtod,
tva ToeAOg yevwnOfi; dmexpidn Incodc obte odtog fiuaptev obte oi yoveig
avTod, GAL" tva pavepwdf] Ta Epya oD Oeod &v avtd. Eue del épyalecHor Ta
Epya t00 TEUWOVTOG pe Emg Muépo €otive Epyeton VOE Ote 0ovdeic dUvartan
gpyalecBor. dtov &v T® KOOH® @, OOC ipt ToD KOGHOV. TADTO simdv EnTuce
yopoi kol émoinoe mNAOV €k TOD TTOGUOTOC, Kol EXEYPLOE TOV TNAOV ML TOVG
dpBaAUoDE ToD TLEAOD Kol elmev avTd Dmoye viyan ig TV kolvupHOpav Tob
T0odp, & Epunvedeton dmsotoAuévoc. GmiiAdsy ovv kol éviyato, kol HAOe
BAémwv. Oi odv yeitoveg kai ol Bswpodvieg adTOV TO TPOTEPOV BT TVPADS TV,
Ekeyov ovy oDTOG oty O KadMuevog kol Tpocatdv; dAlol EAeyov &TL oVTOG
gottv BAAot 82 &TL dpotog avTd Eotiv. éxeivog EAeyev HTL &y siutEheyov odv
oadTd TG AvedydNoy cov ol dpBaiuoi; dmekpidn ékeivog kai elnev: avOpwmToC
Leyouevog Incodc AoV émoince kai éméypicé pov Todg OQOUALODS Kai gimé
pov bdmaye eig MV KokUanGpow 100 Zlhoap kol viyar anelbov 3¢ Kol
VIyapevog oweﬁkswa EMOV 0LV aUT@™ oD £0TV Sszog, Aéyer ovk oida.
" Ayovoty avTov Tpd¢ Tovg Dapioaione, ToV ToTe TVPAGY. v 3¢ capPatov dte
1OV TAOV émoinoey 6 Inoodg kol GvémEey oTod ToUC dPOAAIOVS. TEAY 0DV
NphTov adTdv Kai ol Dapicoiot wHS GvEPreyev. 6 8¢ elmev adToic TNAOV
EnEOnKé pLov £mi ToVG dPBAAIOVS, Kol Eviyduny, kai BAEnm. Eleyov odv &k T@V
Dapioaiov TvEG 00Tog 6 BvOpToc ovK £6TL Tapd ToD Ocod, 8Tt O cdPPatov
o0 tnpel. dAlol Eleyov: mdg dOvatol AvOpwmog GuopTOAOG Towdta onuein
TolElV; kol oylopo v &v avToic. Aéyovst T TVAGP maAv: ob Ti Aéyelc mepi
oavtod, 811 §voiéé cov Todg dPBaALODG; O 88 simev 8Tl mPoEHTNG £0Tiv. 0K
énictevoav obv oi “Tovdaiol mepi adTod HTL TVPAOS v Kol GvERAeyeY, Eng ETOV
£QAOVNOAV TOVG YOVEIS 0TOD TOD AVAPAEYAVTOC Kol )p®TNOOV 00TOVG AEYOVTES
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oVTO¢ E0TIV 6 VIOC VUMY, OV VuEic Aéyete 8Tl TVPAOS &yevviOn; TdC odv dpTL
BAénel; dmexpiOnoav 8& avtoic oi yoveig avtod kai eimov: oidauev 811 0DTOg
€oTv 0 VIOG UMV Kol OTL TVEAOG £yevviON mdg 0& viv PAémet ovk oidapev, T
Tig fjvoi&ev adtod tovg dPHaApOVG MELG 0VK oidapev: avTOg Akiay Exet, aOTOV
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époPodvto t0v¢ lovdaiovg 1dn yop ocvverébevto ot ‘lovdaiot iva, €av Tig
avTOV Oporoynon Xplotov, Grocuvay®wyog yévTal. Sl T0DTO oi YOVElg avTod
ginov &1 nkiav Exel, adTOV EpOTAGATE. EPOVNCAV obv €k dgvtépov TOV
BvOpomov 8¢ v TVPAAC, Kol simov ovTd 5O¢ S6Eav ¢ O Yueic oidapey 811 6
&vOponog obTog GuopT®AdG &oTtv. dmekpidn ovv dkeivog kol elmev: el
AUaPTOAOG £0TIV OVK 0100 &V 0100, 8TL TVEAOS BV dpTl PAéTe. £lmov 88 avTd
nédv Tl émoincé oot nidg HvolEé cov 1odg d@OuAVC; dmekpidn avTolc simov
VUV 0N, Kol 00K NKovsoTe” TL TAAY BEAeTE AkovEy; U Kal DuelG BéleTe avTOD
padntai yevécOon; ELolddpnoav adtdv kol gimov: o &l padnthg ékeivov: Nueic
6¢ 100 Movoéwng éopgv pabnrtal. Nueig oidapev 61t Moioel AeddAnkev 6 Ogdg
TodToV 8¢ ovK ofdapev TOBev Eotiv. dmekpiOn 6 EvOpwmoC Kol elmev avTolc” &v
YOp TVt Bovpactov €oty, &TL VUElG 00K oidate mdbev €oti, kal AvEmEE pov
ToVG 0PBaALOVG. ofdapev 08 BTl AUAPTOADY O Ogdg 0VK AKOVEL, AN v TIg
BcoosPric T kol 1O OEAnUe odTOD O, TOVTOL GKOVEL &K 700 aid)vog oK
Nkovetn &t voi&é g 0eOaipovs TVEAOD yeysvvnusvou &l un fv ovtog mopdL
®cod, ovk NHVATO TOIETY 0VSEV.Amexpidncay kai glmov adTd &v duaptiong od
€yevving 6Aog, kai oV dddoKelg NUAG; Kol EEEBadov avTov EE®.

"Hxovoev 0 "Inoodg 811 E€Bokov avtdv EEm, Koi 0PV ADTOV ElEV ADTH" GV
moTEVELC €i¢ TOV VIOV ToD Ocob; dmekpifn éxeivog kol elne” kod Tic got1, Kopig,
tva moTedom gig adTov; eine 88 adtd 6 'Incodc’ kol Edpakag adTOV Kol 6 AoAdY
HeTd 00D EKEVOG £0TLv. O 08 €p1° ToTev®, KVple: Kol TposekivnGEY anTd.

HOLY COMMUNION NOTICE: Holy Communion is reserved for
those who have been Baptized and/or Confirmed in the Eastern Orthodox
Faith. The Communion Prayers are our final preparation to receive the
Sacrament. We also prepare to receive by fasting prior to the Divine
Liturgy in the morning. (We, of course, continue to take prescribed
medications.) We also prepare ourselves by fasting on Wednesday and
Friday each week and through regular confession. An usher will invite
you to join the Communion line. Please follow the directions. When
you approach the chalice, please give your Baptismal name to the
priest.

THE ORDER OF COMMUNION IS THE NEWLY BAPTIZED
(WITH LIT CANDLES) AND THE CONGREGATION, PEW BY
PEW, BEGINNING FROM THE FRONT OF THE NAVE.




SAINTS OF THE WEEK

Constantine & Helen, Equal-to-the Apostles, May 21

This great and renowned sovereign of the Christians was the
son of Constantius Chlorus (the ruler of the westernmost parts
of the Roman empire), and of the blessed Helen. He was born
in 272, in (according to some authorities) Naissus of
Dardania, a city on the Hellespont. In 306, when his father
died, he was proclaimed successor to his throne. In 312, on
learning that Maxentius and Maximinus had joined forces
against him, he marched into Italy, where, while at the head
of his troops, he saw in the sky after midday, beneath the sun, a radiant pillar in
the form of a cross with the words: "By this shalt thou conquer." The following
night, our Lord Jesus Christ appeared to him in a dream and declared to him the
power of the Cross and its significance. When he arose in the morning, he
immediately ordered that a labarum be made (which is a banner or standard of
victory over the enemy) in the form of a cross, and he inscribed on it the Name
of Jesus Christ. On the 28th Of October, he attacked and mightily conquered
Maxentius, who drowned in the Tiber River while fleeing. The following day,
Constantine entered Rome in triumph and was proclaimed Emperor of the West
by the Senate, while Licinius, his brother-in-law, ruled in the East. But out of
malice, Licinius later persecuted the Christians. Constantine fought him once
and again, and utterly destroyed him in 324, and in this manner he became
monarch over the West and the East. Under him and because of him all the
persecutions against the Church ceased. Christianity triumphed and idolatry was
overthrown. In 325 he gathered the First Ecumenical Council in Nicaea, which
he himself personally addressed. In 324, in the ancient city of Byzantium, he
laid the foundations of the new capital of his realm, and solemnly inaugurated it
on May 11, 330, naming it after himself, Constantinople. Since the throne of the
imperial rule was transferred thither from Rome, it was named New Rome, the
inhabitants of its domain were called Romans, and it was considered the
continuation of the Roman Empire. Falling ill near Nicomedia, he requested to
receive divine Baptism, according to Eusebius (The Life of Constantine. Book
IV, 61-62), and also according to Socrates and Sozomen; and when he had been
deemed worthy of the Holy Mysteries, he reposed in 337, on May 21 or 22, the
day of Pentecost, having lived sixty-five years, of which he ruled for thirty-one
years. His remains were transferred to Constantinople and were deposed in the
Church of the Holy Apostles, which had been built by him (see Homily XXVI
on Second Corinthians by Saint John Chrysostom).

As for his holy mother Helen, after her son had made the Faith of Christ
triumphant throughout the Roman Empire, she undertook a journey to Jerusalem
and found the Holy Cross on which our Lord was crucified (see Sept. 13 and
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14). After this, Saint Helen, in her zeal to glorify Christ, erected churches in
Jerusalem at the sites of the Crucifixion and Resurrection, in Bethlehem at the
cave where our Saviour was born, another on the Mount of Olives whence He
ascended into Heaven, and many others throughout the Holy Land, Cyprus, and
elsewhere. She was proclaimed Augusta, her image was stamped upon golden
coins, and two cities were named Helenopolis after her in Bithynia and in
Palestine. Having been thus glorified for her piety, she departed to the Lord
being about eighty years of age, according to some in the year 330, according to
others, in 336.

6th Thursday after Pascha/Ascension

The Lord Jesus passed forty days on earth after His
Resurrection from the dead, appearing continually in
various places to His disciples, with whom He also spoke,
ate, and drank, thereby further demonstrating His
Resurrection. On this Thursday, the fortieth day after
Pascha, He appeared again in Jerusalem. After He had first
spoken to the disciples about many things, He gave them
His last commandment, that is, that they go forth and
proclaim His Name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. But He also
commanded them that for the present, they were not to depart from Jerusalem,
but to wait there together until they receive power from on high, when the Holy
Spirit would come upon them.

Saying these things, He led them to the Mount of Olives, and raising His hands,
He blessed them; and saying again the words of the Father's blessing, He was
parted from them and taken up. Immediately a cloud of light, a proof of His
majesty, received Him. Sitting thereon as though on a royal chariot, He was
taken up into Heaven, and after a short time was concealed from the sight of the
disciples, who remained where they were with their eyes fixed on Him. At this
point, two Angels in the form of men in white raiment appeared to them and
said, "Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into Heaven? This same Jesus,
Who is taken up from you into Heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have
seen Him go into Heaven" (Acts 1:11). These words, in a complete and concise
manner, declare what is taught in the Symbol of Faith concerning the Son and
Word of God. Therefore, having so fulfilled all His dispensation for us, our Lord
Jesus Christ ascended in glory into Heaven, and sat at the right hand of God the
Father. As for His sacred disciples, they returned from the Mount of Olives to
Jerusalem, rejoicing because Christ had promised to send them the Holy Spirit.

It should be noted that the Mount of Olives is a Sabbath's day journey from
Jerusalem, that is, the distance a Jew was permitted to walk on the day of the
Sabbath. Ecumenius writes, "A Sabbath day's journey is one mile in length, as
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Clement says in his fifth Stromatis; it is two thousand cubits, as the
Interpretation of the Acts states.” They draw this conclusion from the fact that,
while they were in the wilderness, the Israelites of old kept within this distance
from the Holy Tabernacle, whither they walked on the Sabbath day to worship
God.

May 20, 2012
ALTAR GROUP - SAINT NEKTARIOS
Pahno Georgeton (Leader)
Basil Anaipakos
George Catechis
Anthony Cokinos
Niko Demeris
Christian Doxakis
Costa Economides
Samuel Gazaw
Demo Kouzounis
Tommy Maglaras
Andreas Nicolaou
Socratis Zavitsanos

ATTENTION VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS

Are you a visitor or newcomer to our Parish? Please come to our
Fellowship Coffee immediately following the Divine Liturgy. Visit the
Welcoming Committee table to meet fellow parishioners and find out
more about our community.



I believe, O Lord, and | confess that Thou art truly the Christ, the Son of the Living
God, who came into the world to save sinners, of whom | am chief.

Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom
May 20, 2012

To all of the Clergy and the Laity of the Holy Orthodox Churches in North
America

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Christ is Risen!

We, the Hierarchs of the Assembly of Bishops, are by the grace of God
blessed to designate the Sixth Sunday of Pascha, which this year falls on
May 20, as Prison Ministry Awareness Sunday. We embrace the diakonia of
prison ministry in keeping with the example of our Risen Lord Jesus Christ,
Who in His earthly ministry preached His message of love and forgiveness
to all sinners, even consorting publicans and harlots, and saying that when
we visit people who are in prison, we are visiting Him (Matthew 25:36).

As we prepare to partake of Christ’s Holy Body and Precious Blood at each
Divine Liturgy, we pray a prayer in which we identify ourselves, as did the
Holy Apostle Paul, as chief of sinners (1 Timothy 1:15). Many of those in
prison have come to the same realization, and see themselves as the worst of
sinners. The ministry of OCPM strives to guide them to the way of true life
found in the Church, and to introduce them to the reality that, while they are
indeed sinners, they can be set free from bondage to sin and death through
the saving work of Jesus Christ. In so doing, we not only help these men
and women who are exiled from the citizenship of this world to become
better members of society, we also give them the opportunity to become
citizens of heaven, opening to them the pathway to repentance and abundant
life in Christ.

The Assembly of Bishops encourages the faithful to learn about prison
ministry, to become involved in prison ministry, and to encourage their
brothers and sisters in Christ who bring the Gospel of hope and salvation to
the incarcerated.

Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry (OCPM) is the official prison ministry
of the Assembly of Bishops. We ask all of our parishes to support OCPM,
both financially and in other ways, as they carry out the work of the Church
by visiting Christ in prison.

With paternal blessings and love in the Risen Christ,

The Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops
of North and Central America
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Prison Ministry
Sunday May 20
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: Orthodubc Christian Prison Muush‘y ‘ 3 p

~ Post Oifice Box 468 ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN PRISON MINISTRY
Fleetwood, PA 19522-0468 AN AGENCY OF THE ASSEMBLY OF BISHOPS

11



WANTED

A02AnnuneiatiomGathedial Graduates

Whose families are AGOC stewards

June 3, 2012, 9:30 am Divine Liturgy
High School 6raduates & University Graduates
will be recognized and presented with a small gift.

Following the Divine Liturgy a light luncheon
at the Martel Hall where we will all share
this joyous occasion with you.

In order for this to happen you must complete
2012 Graduate Registration Form and send to
Mrs. Cassis at irenecassis@agoc.org.

On June 3, please sit on the left side of
the Church,1%" two pews in the front.
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02 MnnuneiatiomGathedrallGraduales

whose families are AGOC stewards

Full Baptismal Name

Parents Name

Address City __State

Home Number Cell Number

Email Address

6raduating from: High School University

Degree from University

Future Plans? Will be attending to study

Would you like to share any other information—Awards,
Accolades?

YES, I will be attending the 9:30 am Liturgy on June 3rd.
Yes

I will be UNABLE to attend the 9:30 am Liturgy June 3rd.
No

Complete and email to irenecassis@agoc.org
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This 2012 VBS is something worth roaring aboutlll

Bring your entire family (4 years thru adults) to Babylon, where
Daniel had courage in captivity. You'll travel back into Bible
times—without setting foot outside our community.
Experience this hands-on Vacation Bible School at:
St. George Orthodox Church
5311 Mercer @ Bissonnet (77005)
713-665-5252

Each day your family members can become part of history as
they see, hear, touch, and even taste what it was like to live in
Babylon! You will explore the marketplace shops, visit Daniel,
take part in games, dance to lively Bible songs and sample tasty
tidbits as you discover more about Daniel’s adventures in Babylon.
These experiences make God's Word come alive with new meaning
for all who participate!

So mark these dates on your calendar: June 11™ thru June 15™
The Adventures starts at 9:30am and will end promptly at
12:30pm

Registration per person: $30 by May 31,2012

Checks made payable to: "St. George Orthodox Church”

+o Register for this awesome Bible
Adventurel!

Susie at 713-666-3216 susiesobchak@yahoo.com
Or Irene at 713-526-5377 irenecassis@agoc.org

Late Registration after May 31°": $40
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P

T Dentels Covrage 1n Captivity |~

2012 VBS: June 11-15, 9:30-12:30,5St George Orthodox Church

Name: Age: Grade
Address:

City: State: Zip:

Home Phone: Cell Phone:

Email:

In case of emergency contact: (Name & Phone #)

Allergies or Medical concerns:

Home Church:

Name of a special friend your child might like to be with:

Tribe Family name (for church use only):

*Return completed form & check to:
St George Orthodox Church 5311 Mercer, Houston, TX 77005
Attn: Susie Sobchak ($30 per person payable to
“St George Orthodox Church”).

Registration Deadline: May 31, 2012.
$40 per person after May 31.
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WANTED!
Vintage photographs and stories of Greeks in Houston!

Do you have archives of old photographs or vintage postcards? Are you
knowledgeable about your family history? Would you like to help
preserve your community’s fascinating history?

Local resident Irene Cassis is currently compiling a photographic history
of Greeks in Houston and is looking for your help! She is assembling
historic images of Greeks in Houston from early 1900s through the 70s
and the stories that go with them to include in an upcoming book to be
published by Arcadia Publishing, the nation’s leading publisher of local
and regional history. To share your photographs and stories, please
contact [rene Cassis at 832-242-9262/713-789-8807 or
irenecassis@agoc.org or cassis@blkbox.com ASAP, please.

local history alive!

Greece 1920s, The Petheriotes Family

(Reprinted with permission from Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral Archives)
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Encyclical of Archbishop Demetrios for
AHEPA Sunday - May 20, 2012

Protocol 55/12
May 20, 2012
AHEPA Sunday

To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, the Reverend Priests and Deacons, the Monks and
Nuns, the Presidents and Members of the Parish Councils of the Greek Orthodox
Communities, the Distinguished Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Day,
Afternoon, and Church Schools, the Philoptochos Sisterhoods, the Youth, the Hellenic
Organizations, and the entire Greek Orthodox Family in America

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Christ is Risen! Xpiotog AvéoTn!

As this Paschal season comes to a close and we anticipate the celebration of the
Holy Ascension of our Lord, we reflect upon the power of His Resurrection and of
the truth of the Gospel in the sacred work we are called to do. Before Christ
ascended into the heavens He said to His disciples, “You shall be my
witnesses....to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). He also said, “Go and make
disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19). It is obvious that we have been chosen
and appointed by God to offer a witness of faith and service of love throughout
the world.

On AHEPA Sunday we recognize and honor the members of our Greek Orthodox
community in the United States who continue to offer this withess and service
through their support for the work of the Church and through numerous
philanthropic, educational and civic programs. For ninety years, the members of
the American Hellenic Educational Progressive Association and the
organizations of the AHEPA family have created a legacy of service in their local
parishes, in the ministries and organizations of our Holy Archdiocese, and on
behalf of global issues that impact the withess and work of the Orthodox Church.

Ahepan leadership has also continued to pay attention to the challenging issues
facing our Ecumenical Patriarchate. Its efforts combined with many other
programs that serve the needs of people in the United States, Greece, Cyprus,
Turkey and around the world offer a witness of the power of faith and love as
revealed in the Gospel and in the highest ideals of our Hellenic heritage.

To the members of the AHEPA family, we extend our appreciation for their
faithful service, and we offer our support and prayers. We also observe AHEPA
Sunday be recognizing the history and contributions of this vital organization.
May God bless and guide the members of AHEPA as they continue their noble
legacy of Orthodoxy and Hellenism.

With paternal love in Christ,
+DEMETRIOS

Archbishop of America
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Christ Is Risen
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ANNUNCIATION
GREEK LANGUAGE AND CULTURE SCHOOL
2012-2013 School year - Teacher Part time Position Openings
Friday 3:00-5:00pm or 5:00-7:30pm

Job Requirements are:

*Proficiency in both written and spoken Greek language.

*Completion of Greek high school or higher education.

*Love of working with children and willingness to work in a happy and
joyful environment.

Please contact Maro Yuanidis at 832-242-9257, 713-526-5377 x 257 or
maroyuanidis@agoc.org
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PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY - FINAL REVIEW OF LISTING &
SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES ON MAY 27 — Sunday, May 27,
is the final date to sign up for Directory Sponsorship listings at the
fellowship coffee table. Also, please come by on the 27" to review the
preliminary listing of names and address listings that will be

published.

PHILOPTOCHOS YEAR END MEETING & SOCIAL

The year end meeting of the Cathedral Philoptochos will be held on
Thursday, May 31, at 7:00 p.m. Please join our hostesses, Maria
Kantalis and Sofia Petrou, as we “Slide into Summer” with sliders and
all the fixings at the home of Maria and Pakis Kantalis. So we may
adequately prepare, please R.S.V.P. by May 29 to Titika Liollio at
liollio@sbcglobal.net or 713.466.0274.

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE - As of May 15th, we have 616 families
that have made 2012 Stewardship commitments to our Cathedral for a
total of $841,685. Of these 616 pledges, 67 are new pledgers and 252
families have made pledge increases averaging 23%!

Please join us in sending in your 2012 commitment card as soon as
possible; our “100X100 Plan” goal is that everyone increases their
commitment by 10% (or more) each pledge year. Several payment
options are available for stewards including monthly or quarterly direct
debits or credit card payments. NEW: After you complete your
commitment card, you may go online to www.agoc.org, click on the
DONATE button, and follow the instructions to donate or set up
recurring donations online. If you have not already done so, we humbly
ask each of you to consider increasing your pledge from 2011 by 10% so
that we can achieve our 100X100 goal this year and continue to grow our
ministries while reducing our debt. If you have not received a
Stewardship commitment card, or would like a set of weekly offering
envelopes printed, please see us or any Parish Council member or call
AGOC Staff Accountant Julie Pierce at 832.242.9256.

Maria & Pakis Kantalis, 2012 Stewardship Chairs
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MEMORIALS:
Ero Kaminarides 6 Months
Departed Members of
AHEPA and Daughfters of Penelope

Please join us for the Fellowship Coffees in the Martel Hall
following each Liturgy. The coffees today are sponsored by the
AHEPA Chapter 29 and the Daughters of Penelope Chapter 54,
celebrating AHEPA SUNDAY.

TODAY

Sunday Church School Attendance Awards, 1* Liturgy
Annunciation Greek Language & Culture School Graduate
Recognition, 1% Liturgy

THIS WEEK AT THE CATHEDRAL

Monday 21" | Feast of Saints Constantine and Helen
Orthros 8:30 am / Divine Liturgy 9:30 am

Wednesday | 23" | 1:00 pm — Bible Study, Room 219
7:00 pm — Bible Study, Room 219
7:00 pm — Byzantine Music Class, Offsite

Thursday 24" | Feast of the Ascension
Orthros 8:30 am / Divine Liturgy 9:30 am

Sunday 27" | Fathers of the 1% Council

ONE LITURGY SCHEDULE BEGINS
8:15 am — Orthros

9:30 am — Divine Liturgy

CHRIST IS RISEN!
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