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Dearly beloved in our Lord, Jesus Christ: 
 

E 
very year, when we celebrate Christmas, the hope and love of God is renewed 
in our hearts. Let us rejoice and celebrate! Each time a person opens his heart 
and believes in Him and accepts the Grace of God, Christ is born again and 
mankind rejoices and celebrates. The Son of God is sent to each of us. All that 

is required of us is the willingness to receive Him. 
 
If we are afraid, let us not be. God is always concerned about us. He knows our prob-
lems, our pain and our tribulations. In His love He watches over us and protects. He will 
not abandon us to be lost forever. It is for this very reason that He sent His Son into the 
world: To shower us with the precious gifts of hope, courage, joy, love, and peace. 
 
Let us reject the idea that Christmas is only for children. Christ came into the world for 
each person and for every age group. He came to bestow on us the wealth of His spiritual gifts. He came to 
bring beauty into our lives.    He is the Good Shepherd and we are His flock. For this reason, He said: 
 

"...My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.  
And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish;  
neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand...ò 

 
This is why the Nativity of our Lord is such a joyous celebration. It tells us that God loves us enough to reach 
out over the unbridgeable chasm that separates us, through the life of Jesus Christ. No one of us, no, not one, is 
beyond the reach of that divine love. Christmas also teaches us that no human heart is so humble that it cannot 
offer hospitality to Christ. He was born in a stable so that each of us could accept, in confidence, His desire to 
be a part of our lives. 
 
"The angels with the shepherds glorify, and we cry out with them: Glory to God in the highest and peace on 
earth." 
 
As we begin the season of preparation for our Lordôs nativity in the flesh, let us be reminded of Godôs gift to 
us and how we are called to receive this gift and share it with others. 
 
One gift that our children offer every year is our Sunday School Christmas program. Join us on Sunday,  
December 21st immediately following the Divine Liturgy for this yearôs program, ñTidings of Peaceò. 
 
Please also save the date for our Parish Council Elections, which will be held on Sunday, December 14th in 
Fellowship Hour following the Divine Liturgy until 3:00pm. 
 
In January, we will also celebrate our Cathedral Parish Vasilopita on Sunday, January 25th. Immediately fol-
lowing the Divine Liturgy, in the Cathedral, we will have the Service of the Vasilopita, in which we will rec-
ognize each ministry and organization. From the Cathedral, we will go into our Martel Hall for our annual Va-
silopita auction, hosted by our Philoptochos Society, where everyone is able to receive their blessed piece of 
Vasilopita, as well as participate in the generous and entertaining auction. 
 
In anticipation of our Lordôs Nativity in the fleshé 
 

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!  
ɉɟɘůŰɧɠ ũŮɜɜɎŰŬɘ! ȹɞɝɎůŬŰŮ! 

 

With love in Christ, 

 

Fr. Efstratios J. Magoulias  
Dean of the Cathedral 
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Theosis, Growing/Maturing in the Likeness of God 
ñAs His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godlinessé 

[that]You may be partakers of the divine natureò (2Pet. 1:3, 4) 

 

A 
s we enter and journey through this Advent Season, let us pause to reflect on the 

Nativity of our Lord, The Feast of the Incarnation, and on our purpose and ultimate 

goal in life:  our union with God, our salvation. This purpose really started at crea-

tion when God Said, ñLet us make man according to Our image (ikon, reflection), 

according to Our likenessò (omiosis) (Genesis 1:26) Only man was so created. All 

other living creatures were created ñaccording to their kind,ò not Godôs. (Genesis 1:21) Many 

Church Fathers distinguish between image and likeness. As Clark Carlton explains in his book, 

The Life, man (Anthropos) is a reflection of God, but he is called to grow, to mature in the likeness of God 

through his free will. He quotes St. Diadochos of Photiki who wrote: ñAll men are made in Godôs image, but to 

be in His likeness is granted only to those who through their great love have brought their own freedom into 

subjection to Godò He also quotes St. Maximus the Confessor from his ñCenturies on Loveò: ñEvery rational 

nature indeed is made to the image of God; but only those who are good and wise are made to His likeness.ò In 

other words, we are to grow in His likeness through love and our imitation of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

He is our model. He has shown us the way, for He Himself said, ñI am the way, the truth, and the life.ò (John 

14:6) Only by imitating Him and the great love that He has for us, will we be able to fulfil his commandment of 

ñlove one another as I have loved you.ò (John 13:34) We do this through helping those in need, in almsgiving as 

an extension and expression of our love: good works arising out of faith and love. We were made for this pur-

pose, to be conformed to the likeness of God. St. Paul reminds of this in Romans 8:29 when he writes: 

For Whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to 

the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

Furthermore, in Ephesians 2:10, St. Paul reiterates that ñwe are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 

good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.ò 
 

This process of uniting with Christ and renewing our tarnished image and likeness began with the Incarnation, 

when Christ took on flesh and assumed our humanity from the Theotokos. Furthermore, those joined to Christ 

through faith in Baptism began the renewal, a new life in Christ. As we journey through life, our purpose is to 

ascend the ladder to Christ and His Kingdom by imitation of Him. Because of the Incarnation, our Lordôs divine 

nature interpenetrated humanity; and subsequently, through Baptism, we become by grace what God is by na-

ture. As we partake of the Eucharist, the body and blood of our Savior, we are nourished and our ñhumanity is 

interpenetrated with the energies of Godðwe partake of the grace of God.ò  Thus, we share in Godôs nature 

through His energies, not His nature or essence (ousia), becoming ñpartakers of the divine nature.ò (2Peter 2:4) 
 

Let us humbly and continuously give thanks and glorify Christ our God, as we do every Divine Liturgy, for His 
Incarnation, His Sacrificial love for us, for His Resurrection, His Ascension, and His enthronement to the right 
of the Father.  For through all of this, at the Second Coming, we will be returned to the Father renewed, trans-
formed from corruption to incorruption, and from mortal to immortal as God intended before the Fall 
(1Corinthians 15:52-55); and in eternal loving relationship and communion with God. As St. Paul put it, ñBut 
God, who is rich in His mercy, because of His great love for us with which He loved us...made us alive together 
with Christ and raised us up together with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Je-
sus.ò (Ephesians 2:4- 6) 
 
During this upcoming Nativity period, let us engage ourselves in self-reflection and repentance through the triad 
of fasting, prayer and almsgiving. May Christ grant all of us His great love, mercy and compassion, as we pre-
pare to receive Him in our hearts at His Holy Nativity.   Amen. 
 
Fr. Demetri Tagaropulos 



 

 

                                                                                  THE ANNUNCIATOR                                                          Page 5 

Ladies Philoptochos Society Of The 

Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral  
 

The Ladies Philoptochos Society continues to fulfill its mission of compassion, faith, and service, always wel-

coming ideas and participation from our parish community. A portion of the Vasilopita proceeds was designat-

ed to support youth programs and ministries both locally and throughout the Metropolis. To date, based on re-

quests made by application, the following distributions have been made: 

 

 Å Provided hygiene kits for IOCC 

 Å Offered stipend payments for ten GOYA Lenten Retreat participants 

 Å Purchased new girlsô youth basketball uniforms 

 Å Supplied Pascha Passports for Sunday School students 

 Å Covered expenses for the Oratorical Festival winnerôs participation at the Metropolis level 

 Å Purchased a smart board with PC and accessories for Sunday School classroom use 

 Å Supported the Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF) chapters at Texas A&M, UT, and locally 

 Å Awarded Greek School scholarships 

 Å Contributed to Greek Festival childrenôs costumes 

 Å Sponsored the bus for the fall GOYA retreat 

 Å Allocated funds to purchase altar robe sashes 

 

In addition, Philoptochos members have been actively engaged in service and fellowship throughout the year. 

Highlights include baking for the Original Greek Festival, hosting Palm Sunday Lunch, and coordinating both 

our annual Spring and Holiday Bake Sales, and the expansion of our Philoxenia ministry which supports pa-

tients from Greece seeking treatment in Houston and patients locally.  

 

Philoptochos also hosted the fall Metropolis Philoptochos Assembly in September, welcoming delegates from 

across the Metropolis for a day of fellowship, collaboration, and shared ministry. 

 

In  partnership with SEARCH Homeless Services, Philoptochos sponsored a Back-to-School Supply Drive and 

will sponsor Christmas Wish Lists for the children of SEARCH clients during the holiday season, helping pro-

vide joy, dignity, and hope to families in need. Philoptochos will also support the annual OCPM (Orthodox 

Christian Prison Ministry) Christmas Party and provide gifts for the children of the incarcerated.  

 

The Festival of Tables Luncheon will take place on Saturday, December 6, following the Divine Liturgy for St. 
Nicholas, a wonderful opportunity for fellowship and celebration of our ministry. 
 
By the time this issue is published, baking for the Christmas Bake Sale will be well underway. Koulourakia and 
tsourekia are delivered to our homebound parishioners, clergy, and staff twice a year at Pascha and at Christ-
mas as expressions of love and gratitude. 
 
Looking ahead, Philoptochos is planning several upcoming volunteer opportunities, including: 
 Å Assisting with a local clothes closet organizing donations 
 Å Assembling hygiene kits 
 Å Hosting general meetings with invited speakers 
 
The Ladies Philoptochos Society is deeply grateful for the continued encouragement and generosity of our par-
ish family. Together, we strive to serve those in need and strengthen our community through faith, fellowship, 
and love. For questions, ideas, or suggestions, please contact Pauline Koinis at pdckoinis@gmail.com, or speak 
with any Philoptochos board member. 
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 LITURGICAL CALENDAR Ϟ ÏÙÛÞÙÕÙÍÓÙ× 

DECEMBER 2025 ÎÏÔÏÖÌÛÓÙÝ 

Saturday, December 6 
St. Nicholas Archbishop of Myra, the Wonderworker 
.ÙÛÏÙÖÚɯƜȯƗƔɯÈÔ   #ÐÝÐÕÌɯ+ÐÛÜÙÎàɯƝȯƗƔɯÈÔ 
 
Sunday, December 7 
10th Sunday of Luke 
.ÙÛÏÙÖÚɯƛȯƘƙɯÈÔ   #ÐÝÐÕÌɯ+ÐÛÜÙÎàɯƝȯƔƔɯÈÔ 
 
Tuesday, December 9 
St. Annaɀs Conception of the Virgin Mary 

.ÙÛÏÙÖÚɯƜȯƗƔɯÈÔ   #ÐÝÐÕÌɯ+ÐÛÜÙÎàɯƝȯƗƔɯÈÔ 
 
Friday, December 12  
St. Spyridon the Wonderworker 
.ÙÛÏÙÖÚɯƜȯƗƔɯÈÔ   #ÐÝÐÕÌɯ+ÐÛÜÙÎàɯƝȯƗƔɯÈÔ 
 
Sunday, December 14 
11th Sunday of Luke 
.ÙÛÏÙÖÚɯƛȯƘƙɯÈÔ   #ÐÝÐÕÌɯ+ÐÛÜÙÎàɯƝȯƔƔɯÈÔ 
 
Wednesday, December 17 
St. Dionysios of Zakynthos 
.ÙÛÏÙÖÚɯƜȯƗƔɯÈÔ   #ÐÝÐÕÌɯ+ÐÛÜÙÎàɯƝȯƗƔɯÈÔ 
 
Sunday, December 21 
Sunday before the Nativity of Christ  
~Pb]bg`l h_ L^Z\^  Ong]Zr O\ahhe ?akblmfZl Lkh`kZf 
.ÙÛÏÙÖÚɯƛȯƘƙɯÈÔ   #ÐÝÐÕÌɯ+ÐÛÜÙÎàɯƝȯƔƔɯÈÔ 

 
Wednesday, December 24 
Great Hours and Vesperal Divine Liturgy of  
St. Basil the Great  
&ÙÌÈÛɯ'ÖÜÙÚɯƜȯƗƔɯÈÔ   5ÌÚ×ÌÙÈÓɯ#ÐÝÐÕÌɯ+ÐÛÜÙÎàɯƝȯƗƔɯÈÔ 

 

Great Feast of the Nativity of Christ  
Prayed on Wednesday, December 24 
.ÙÛÏÙÖÚɯƚȯƗƔɯ×Ô   #ÐÝÐÕÌɯ+ÐÛÜÙÎàɯƛȯƗƔɯ×Ô 
 
Sunday, December 28 
Sunday after the Nativity of Christ  
.ÙÛÏÙÖÚɯƛȯƘƙɯÈÔ   #ÐÝÐÕÌɯ+ÐÛÜÙÎàɯƝȯƔƔɯÈÔ 

 
 
 

Ýæììëþù 3 Îïôïöìûéùÿ 
Ëí, ×óôùõæùÿ ÏúóýôĆúùÿ Öćûă÷ Õÿôéëü þùÿ Òëÿöëþùÿûíùć  
γϤϛϤϢϥɯƜȯƗƔɯϣȭϟȭ   ͉ϘЮϔɯ͌ϘϜϧϢϨϤϖЮϔɯƝȯƗƔɯϣȭϟȭ 
 
Ôÿûóëôè 4 Îïôïöìûéùÿ 
Ôÿûóëôè Ó² Õùÿôæ 
γϤϛϤϢϥɯƛȯƘƙɯϣȭϟȭ   ͉ϘЮϔɯ͌ϘϜϧϢϨϤϖЮϔɯƝȯƔƔɯϣȭϟȭ 
 
Þûéþñ 6 Îïôïöìûéùÿ 
Ñ ÝćõõñĂóü þñü Ëíéëü À÷÷ñü 
γϤϛϤϢϥɯƜȯƗƔɯϣȭϟȭ   ͉ϘЮϔɯ͌ϘϜϧϢϨϤϖЮϔɯƝȯƗƔɯϣȭϟȭ 
 
Úëûëýôïÿè ./ Îïôïöìûéùÿ 
Ëí, Ýúÿûéîă÷ùü þùÿ Òëÿöëþùÿûíùć  
γϤϛϤϢϥɯƜȯƗƔɯϣȭϟȭ   ͉ϘЮϔɯ͌ϘϜϧϢϨϤϖЮϔɯƝȯƗƔɯϣȭϟȭ 
 
Ôÿûóëôè .1 Îïôïöìûéùÿ 
Ôÿûóëôè ÓË² Õùÿôæ 
γϤϛϤϢϥɯƛȯƘƙɯϣȭϟȭ   ͉ϘЮϔɯ͌ϘϜϧϢϨϤϖЮϔɯƝȯƔƔɯϣȭϟȭ 
 
Þïþæûþñ .4 Îïôïöìûéùÿ 
Ëí, Îóù÷ÿýéùÿ þñü Ðëôć÷òùÿ  
γϤϛϤϢϥɯƜȯƗƔɯϣȭϟȭ   ͉ϘЮϔɯ͌ϘϜϧϢϨϤϖЮϔɯƝȯƗƔɯϣȭϟȭ 
 
 

Ôÿûóëôè /. Îïôïöìûéùÿ 
Ôÿûóëôè úûù þñü áûóýþùć Íï÷÷èýïăü 
áûóýþùÿíï÷÷óæþóôù ÚëóîóôĆ ÚûĆíûëööë 
γϤϛϤϢϥɯƛȯƘƙɯϣȭϟȭ   ͉ϘЮϔɯ͌ϘϜϧϢϨϤϖЮϔɯƝȯƔƔɯϣȭϟȭ 
 
Þïþæûþñ /1 Îïôïöìûéùÿ 
Úëûëöù÷è áûóýþùÿíç÷÷ă÷ Þùÿ Ëí, Ìëýóõïéùÿ 
ôëó Ëí, Ïÿíï÷ïéëü Ùýóùöæûþÿûùü  
͂Ϝɯ͍ϘϖϲϞϔϜɯϒϤϔϜɯƜȯƗƔɯϣȭϟȭ   ͉ϘЮϔɯ͌ϘϜϧϢϨϤϖЮϔɯƝȯƗƔɯϣȭϟȭ 
 
 

Ñ Ôëþæ Ýæûôë Íç÷÷ñýñü þùÿ Ôÿûéùÿ ñöă÷ Óñýùć áûóýþùć 
Þñ÷ Þïþæûþñ /1 Îïôïöìûéùÿ 
γϤϛϤϢϥɯƚȯƗƔɯϟȭϟȭ   ͉ϘЮϔɯ͌ϘϜϧϢϨϤϖЮϔɯƛȯƗƔɯϟȭϟȭ 
 
Ôÿûóëôè /5 Îïôïöìûéùÿ 
Ôÿûóëôè öïþë þñü þùÿ áûóýþùć Íï÷÷èýïăü 
γϤϛϤϢϥɯƛȯƘƙɯϣȭϟȭ   ͉ϘЮϔɯ͌ϘϜϧϢϨϤϖЮϔɯƝȯƔƔɯϣȭϟȭ 
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LITURGICAL CALENDAR Ϟ ÏÙÛÞÙÕÙÍÓÙ× 

JANUARY 2026 ÓË×ÙßËÛÓÙÝ  

January 1 
Circumcision of our Lord, God, and Savior,  
Jesus Christ, and St. Basil the Great 
Wednesday, December 31st at St. Basil the Great  
.ÙÛÏÙÖÚɯƙȯƔƔɯ×Ô   'ÐÌÙÈÙÊÏÐÊÈÓɯ#ÐÝÐÕÌɯ+ÐÛÜÙÎàɯƚȯƔƔɯ×Ô 
 
Sunday, January 4 
Sunday Before Holy Theophany 
.ÙÛÏÙÖÚɯƛȯƘƙɯÈÔ   #ÐÝÐÕÌɯ+ÐÛÜÙÎàɯƝȯƔƔɯÈÔ 
 
Monday, January 5 
The Forefeast of Holy Theophany  
and the Lesser Blessing of the Waters 
&ÙÌÈÛɯ'ÖÜÙÚɯƜȯƗƔɯÈÔ   5ÌÚ×ÌÙÈÓɯ#ÐÝÐÕÌɯ+ÐÛÜÙÎàɯƝȯƗƔɯÈÔ 
 
Tuesday, January 6  
The Great Feast of Holy Theophany 
and the Great Blessing of the Waters 
.ÙÛÏÙÖÚɯƜȯƗƔɯÈÔ   #ÐÝÐÕÌɯ+ÐÛÜÙÎàɯƝȯƗƔɯÈÔ 
 
Wednesday, January 7 
Synaxis of St. John the Forerunner and Baptist 
.ÙÛÏÙÖÚɯƜȯƗƔɯÈÔ   #ÐÝÐÕÌɯ+ÐÛÜÙÎàɯƝȯƗƔɯÈÔ 
 
Sunday, January 11 
Sunday after Holy Theophany  
.ÙÛÏÙÖÚɯƛȯƘƙɯÈÔ   #ÐÝÐÕÌɯ+ÐÛÜÙÎàɯƝȯƔƔɯÈÔ 
 
Sunday, January 18 
12th Sunday of Luke 
.ÙÛÏÙÖÚɯƛȯƘƙɯÈÔ   #ÐÝÐÕÌɯ+ÐÛÜÙÎàɯƝȯƔƔɯÈÔ 
 
Sunday, January 25  
15th Sunday of Luke 
.ÙÛÏÙÖÚɯƛȯƘƙɯÈÔ ɯ#ÐÝÐÕÌɯ+ÐÛÜÙÎàɯƝȯƔƔɯÈÔ 

 

Friday, January 30  
Three Hierarchs  
.ÙÛÏÙÖÚɯƜȯƗƔɯÈÔ ɯ#ÐÝÐÕÌɯ+ÐÛÜÙÎàɯƝȯƗƔɯÈÔ 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Úçöúþñ . Óë÷ùÿëûéùÿ 
Úïûóþùöè þùÿ Ôÿûéùÿ ñöă÷* Óñýùć áûóýþùć  
ôëó þùÿ Ëí, Ìëýóõïéùÿ ù Öçíëý 
Þñ÷ Þïþæûþñ* 0. Îïôïöìûéùÿ ýþù Ó, ×, Ëí, Ìëýóõïéùÿ 
γϤϛϤϢϥɯƙȯƔƔɯϣȭϟȭ    ͂ϤϪϜϘϤϔϧϜϝϲɯ͉ϘЮϔɯ͌ϘϜϧϢϨϤϖЮϔɯƚȯƔƔɯϣȭϟȭ 
 
Ôÿûóëôè 1 Óë÷ùÿëûéùÿ 
Ôÿûóëôè úûù þă÷ àĈþù÷ 
γϤϛϤϢϥɯƛȯƘƙɯϣȭϟȭ   ͉ϘЮϔɯ͌ϘϜϧϢϨϤϖЮϔɯƝȯƔƔɯϣȭϟȭ 
 
 

Îïÿþçûë 2 Óë÷ùÿëûéùÿ 
ÚûùïĆûþóë þă÷ àĈþù÷ ôëó ËíóëýöĆü  
͂Ϝɯ͍ϘϖϲϞϔϜɯϒϤϔϜɯƜȯƗƔɯϣȭϟȭ   ͉ϘЮϔɯ͌ϘϜϧϢϨϤϖЮϔɯƝȯƗƔɯϣȭϟȭ 
 
 
Þûéþñ 3 Óë÷ùÿëûéùÿ 
Ñ Öïíæõñ Ïùûþè þă÷ ÒïùĀë÷ïéă÷ ôëó ËíóëýöĆü  
γϤϛϤϢϥɯƜȯƗƔɯϣȭϟȭ   ͉ϘЮϔɯ͌ϘϜϧϢϨϤϖЮϔɯƝȯƗƔɯϣȭϟȭ 
 
 

Þïþæûþñ 4 Óë÷ùÿëûéùÿ 
Ýć÷ëøóý þùÿ Þóöéùÿ Óăæ÷÷ùÿ þùÿ ÚûùîûĆöùÿ 
γϤϛϤϢϥɯƜȯƗƔɯϣȭϟȭ   ͉ϘЮϔɯ͌ϘϜϧϢϨϤϖЮϔɯƝȯƗƔɯϣȭϟȭ 
 
Ôÿûóëôè .. Óë÷ùÿëûéùÿ 
Ôÿûóëôè öïþæ þă÷ àĈþù÷ 
γϤϛϤϢϥɯƛȯƘƙɯϣȭϟȭ   ͉ϘЮϔɯ͌ϘϜϧϢϨϤϖЮϔɯƝȯƔƔɯϣȭϟȭ 
 
Ôÿûóëôè .5 Óë÷ùÿëûéùÿ 
Ôÿûóëôè öïþë þñ÷ ÈĂăýé÷ 
γϤϛϤϢϥɯƛȯƘƙɯϣȭϟȭ   ͉ϘЮϔɯ͌ϘϜϧϢϨϤϖЮϔɯƝȯƔƔɯϣȭϟȭ 
 
Ôÿûóëôè /2 Óë÷ùÿëûéùÿ 
Ôÿûóëôè Ë² Õùÿôæ 
γϤϛϤϢϥɯƛȯƘƙɯϣȭϟȭ   ͉ϘЮϔɯ͌ϘϜϧϢϨϤϖЮϔɯƝȯƔƔɯϣȭϟȭ 

 

Úëûëýôïÿè 0- Óë÷ùÿëûéùÿ 
Ùó Àíóùÿ Þûïéü Óïûæûāïü  
γϤϛϤϢϥɯƜȯƗƔɯϣȭϟȭ   ͉ϘЮϔɯ͌ϘϜϧϢϨϤϖЮϔɯƝȯƗƔɯϣȭϟȭ 
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 LITURGICAL CALENDAR Ϟ ÏÙÛÞÙÕÙÍÓÙ× 

FEBRUARY 2026 àÏÌÛÙßËÛÓÙÝ  

Sunday, February 1 
Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee 
Triodion Begins 
.ÙÛÏÙÖÚɯƛȯƘƙɯÈÔ   #ÐÝÐÕÌɯ+ÐÛÜÙÎàɯƝȯƔƔɯÈÔ 
 
Monday, February 2 
Presentation of our Lord to the Temple 
.ÙÛÏÙÖÚɯƜȯƗƔɯÈÔ   #ÐÝÐÕÌɯ+ÐÛÜÙÎàɯƝȯƗƔɯÈÔ 
 

Sunday, February 8 
Sunday of the Prodigal Son 
.ÙÛÏÙÖÚɯƛȯƘƙɯÈÔ   #ÐÝÐÕÌɯ+ÐÛÜÙÎàɯƝȯƔƔɯÈÔ 
 

Saturday, February 14   
Saturday of the Souls 
.ÙÛÏÙÖÚɯƜȯƗƔɯÈÔ   #ÐÝÐÕÌɯ+ÐÛÜÙÎàɯƝȯƗƔɯÈÔ 

 

Sunday, February 15 
Judgement Sunday (Meatfare Sunday) 
.ÙÛÏÙÖÚɯƛȯƘƙɯÈÔ   #ÐÝÐÕÌɯ+ÐÛÜÙÎàɯƝȯƔƔɯÈÔ 

 

Saturday, February 21   
Memory of the Holy Ascetic Fathers  
~/g] OZmnk]Zr h_ ma^ Ohnel  
.ÙÛÏÙÖÚɯƜȯƗƔɯÈÔ   #ÐÝÐÕÌɯ+ÐÛÜÙÎàɯƝȯƗƔɯÈÔ 
 

Sunday, February 22 
Forgiveness Sunday (Cheesefare Sunday) 
.ÙÛÏÙÖÚɯƛȯƘƙɯÈÔ   #ÐÝÐÕÌɯ+ÐÛÜÙÎàɯƝȯƔƔɯÈÔ 

%ÖÙÎÐÝÌÕÌÚÚɯ5ÌÚ×ÌÙÚɯƚȯƗƔɯ×Ô 
 
Monday, February 23 
Clean Monday   Great Lent Begins 
&ÙÌÈÛɯ"ÖÔ×ÓÐÕÌɯƚȯƗƔɯ×Ô 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ôÿûóëôè . àïìûùÿëûéùÿ  
Ôÿûóëôè þùÿ ÞïõĈ÷ùÿ ôëó àëûóýëéùÿ 
Ë÷ùéíïó þù ÞûóĈîóù 
γϤϛϤϢϥɯƛȯƘƙɯϣȭϟȭ   ͉ϘЮϔɯ͌ϘϜϧϢϨϤϖЮϔɯƝȯƔƔɯϣȭϟȭ 
 
Îïÿþçûë / àïìûùÿëûéùÿ 
Ñ ßúëúë÷þè þùÿ Ôÿûéùÿ 
γϤϛϤϢϥɯƜȯƗƔɯϣȭϟȭ   ͉ϘЮϔɯ͌ϘϜϧϢϨϤϖЮϔɯƝȯƗƔɯϣȭϟȭ 
 
 

Ôÿûóëôè 5 àïìûùÿëûéùÿ 
Ôÿûóëôè þùÿ ËýĈþùÿ 
γϤϛϤϢϥɯƛȯƘƙɯϣȭϟȭ   ͉ϘЮϔɯ͌ϘϜϧϢϨϤϖЮϔɯƝȯƔƔɯϣȭϟȭ 
 
Ýæììëþù .1 àïìûùÿëûéùÿ 
âÿāùýæììëþù÷ 
γϤϛϤϢϥɯƜȯƗƔɯϣȭϟȭ   ͉ϘЮϔɯ͌ϘϜϧϢϨϤϖЮϔɯƝȯƗƔɯϣȭϟȭ 

 
 

Ôÿûóëôè .2 àïìûùÿëûéùÿ 
Ôÿûóëôè þñü ËúĆôûïă  
γϤϛϤϢϥɯƛȯƘƙɯϣȭϟȭ   ͉ϘЮϔɯ͌ϘϜϧϢϨϤϖЮϔɯƝȯƔƔɯϣȭϟȭ 
 
 

Ýæììëþù /. àïìûùÿëûéùÿ 
Ýæììëþù÷ þñü ÞÿûùĀæíùÿ ôëó âÿāùýæììëþù÷ 
γϤϛϤϢϥɯƜȯƗƔɯϣȭϟȭ   ͉ϘЮϔɯ͌ϘϜϧϢϨϤϖЮϔɯƝȯƗƔɯϣȭϟȭ 

 
 

Ôÿûóëôè // àïìûùÿëûéùÿ 
Ôÿûóëôè þñü ÞÿûùĀæíùÿ  
γϤϛϤϢϥɯƛȯƘƙɯϣȭϟȭ   ͉ϘЮϔɯ͌ϘϜϧϢϨϤϖЮϔɯƝȯƔƔɯϣȭϟȭ 

͋ϔϧϔϠϨϝϧϜϝрϥɯ͆ϦϣϘϤϜϠрϥɯƚȯƗƔɯϟȭϟȭ 

 
Îïÿþçûë /0 àïìûùÿëûéùÿ 
Ôëòëûæ Îïÿþïûæ  Àûāïþç ñ Ëíéë ôëó Öïíæõñ Þïýýëûëôùýþè  
͍Ќϖϔɯ͂ϣрϗϘϜϣϠϢϠɯƚȯƗƔɯϟȭϟȭ  
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A Message on Stewardship and Giving 

 

Dear Parish Family, 

 

As members of our beloved Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral, we are called to embrace stewardship 

not only as a duty, but as a joyful response to God's abundant blessings. Our faith teaches us that giving is an 

act of love, gratitude, and commitment to the life and mission of our community. 

 

While many churches across the country struggle to keep their programs and ministries adequately funded, 

our parish continues to set new benchmarks for participation levels.  We are blessed to have an incredible 

amount of talent in what is arguably the best community in the country.  Our well organized and well funded 

ministries serve as a beacon of light in a world that sees an increasing level of complexity and challenges 

each day.  Of course, we can only continue to stay on this path if we have enough resources to do so. 

 

Our community overwhelmingly voted to expand our Cathedral.  That expansion came with a substantial in-

crease in overhead.  For example, our average monthly utility bill is over $15,000.  Those types of expenses 

must be paid first before we can fund our programs.  Our total budget for this year is almost $2.7 mil-

lion.  Our stewardship goal is $1.9 million (and it actually should be higher).  In order to achieve this goal, 

everyone in the community must step up. We invite each of you to consider sponsoring at least one day of the 

Church's expenses, which amounts to $7,000. Your generous contribution helps us maintain our sacred spac-

es, support our ministries, and serve those in need within and beyond our parish.  

 

The good news is many of you did indeed step up this year!  We are currently at a total amount of pledges of 

$1,893,354.   

 

We extend heartfelt thanks to our sponsors who have already committed to this vital ministry by pledging at 

least $7,000. Your dedication is a shining example of faithful stewardship, and we are proud to recognize 

your commitment. Your names are included in the attached list as a testament to your leadership and support. 

We invite the rest of the parish to become sponsors as well.  Raising additional money means we can not only 

make our ministries better but that also allows us to help those in in the greatest need through ministries like 

Maryôs House. 

 

We pray that God blesses each of you for your generosity. Together, as a faithful community, we can contin-

ue to grow in faith and service, ensuring that our church remains a vibrant spiritual home for generations to 

come. 

 

With gratitude in Christ, 

 

Joni & John Zavitsanos 

2025 Stewardship Chairs  
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Day 7 Sponsors: 
Harry & Jane Pefanis 

 
Day 6 Sponsors:  
Gary Moss 
Chris & Maria Pappas 

 
Day 5 Sponsors: 
Gregory & Page Cokinos 
Dino & Angie Liollio 
Richard & Kris McGee 
George & Nicole Postolos 

 
Day 4 Sponsors:  
Mike & Marlene Grivon 
Mike & Rena Koinis 
George Mickelis 
John & Joni Zavitsanos 

 
Day 3 Sponsors: 
John & Seva Anaipakos 
Kevin & Adonia Cokinos 
Niko & Jenny Lorentzatos 
Dean & Kathy Pappas 
George & Chrysi Polydoros 
George & Christie Vlahakos 
 
Day 2 Sponsors: 
Reed & Katherine Bastie 
Christopher & Jill Cokinos 
Dimitri & Laura Fetokakis 
Gregory & Marie Halvatzis 
Chris & Angie Kaitson 
Ted & Pauline Koinis 
Vasili & Katina Mathews 
Zachary & Dorina Mucher 
Nick & Thomasine Pantazis 
Chris & Denise Poulos 
Michael & Georgia Rokas 
Andrew & Stephanie Sullo 
Larry & Stacey Wooden 
 
1 Day Sponsors  
Nicholas & Marcie Alexos 
Rafa & Stephanie Alvarez 
Gregory & Christy Andrews 
Mildred Boozalis 
John & Maria Castleberry 
Spyros & Marian Catechis 
Amy Chiconas 
Mr & Mrs Michael Cokinos 
Paige & Ellen Cokinos 
Kate Constantatos 
James Crowe & Polina Kyriakides 
Demetri & Elise Dale 

ANNUNCIATION GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL  
SPONSOR STEWARDS as of October 31, 2025 

John & Zoetsa Dale 
Maria Demeris 
Theoharis & Sophia Dimarhos 
Jim & Pam Gaspar 
Pete & Cheryl Gavrel 
Greg & Mary Gregory 
Mark & Jenny George 
James Halbouty 
Charles & Denise Hazen 
Doug & Stephanie Hodges 
Rev. Dn. Iakovos & Diak. Maria Varcados 
Tom & Tamsin Jacky 
Mary Katsafanas 
Tasos Katsaounis & Roula Christie 
John & Christina Kearns III 
Jason Koulouras 
Victor & Linda Makris 
Collie & Harvey Michaels 
Matthew & Stacie Milanese 
Angela Minas 
Eletherios Nicholas & Sharon Papadopoulos 
John & Erika Papadopoulos 
John & Elizabeth Padilla 
Dean & Bo Pamphilis 
Evy Pappas 
George P & Anastasia Pappas 
Bill & Celeste Patsouras 
Marcus Payavla 
Tom & Amy Pearson 
Thomas & Stella Pearson Sr 
Annunciation Cathedral Philoptochos 
Richard & Maria Pollard 
George & Dena Popps 
Lucas Postolos 
Jimmy & Kitty Prappas 
William & Sophia Psillas 
Randol Rodgers & Ellie Malavis Rodgers 
Joseph & Anna Rodriguez 
Rex & Diane Rogers 
Mark & Elizabeth Santikos 
Bill Serletis 
Nick & Martha Mae Sissa 
Harry & Catherine Skefos 
Stephen Smith & Stella Papaliodis Smith 
Stephanie & Ted Snedden 
Rocky Stevens 
Barbara Sultis 
Nick & Sana Summer 
Daisy Tepper 
Carl & Demetra Vartian 
Peter & Angie Vossos 
Smaro Voulgaris 
Mark & Ocie Whitaker 
Wayne Williams & Sofi Simotas 
George Yaluris 
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TIDINGS OF PEACE 
Sunday, December 21, 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Story of Christõs Birth  
through Scripture and Music 

 

Presented by the Sunday School Students of our 

Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral 

 
Prior to the dismissal of Divine Liturgy 
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AGOC Endowment Fund 

Securing Our Future 

ñA good man leaves an inheritance to his childrenôs childrenéò 
Proverbs 13:22 

 
ñLet us make our mercifulness abundant, let us give proof of much love to man, both by the use of our money and by our 

actionséò 
St. John Chrysostom 

 

The AGOC Endowment Fund (Fund) is a separately incorporated, tax exempt 501(c)-3 fund that exists to sup-
port the ministries, programs and initiatives of our church.  The Fund serves as a ñsavings account for our Ca-
thedral that improves long-term financial health, supports the growth of our ministries and reduces year-to-
year dependency on the Festival.  Key aspects of the Fund are: 
               

¶ Donations are tax deductible and may consist of cash, securities, life insurance, real estate or other 
property  

¶ Gifts may be made currently, through a bequest in a will (planned giving) or by naming the Fund as 
a beneficiary of insurance policies or retirement plans/accounts 

¶ All fund balances are professionally managed and permanently invested for benefit of AGOC 
¶ To maximize growth of the Fund over time, distributions are limited to a max of 6% of the average 
Fund balance over a rolling 12 quarter period 

¶ Fund maintains independently audited financial statements 

Total assets of the Fund have grown from a modest beginning of ~$200,000 in 2005 to ~$7,500,000 as of Sep-
tember 2025, consisting of 4 separate subsidiary funds (values as of 9/30/25): 

¶ Annunciation Legacy Fund (~$2.65 million) ï distributions used exclusively to support AGOC 
ministries 

¶ Theo Polemanakos Fund (~$2.78 million) ï distributions support various AGOC initiatives 
¶ Angelos J. Vasos Fund (~1.6 million) ï distribution used exclusively for AGOC Capital improve-
ments 

¶ Dr. Gus Papadapolous Fund (~$505,000) ï distributions used to provide need-based scholarships 
for Greek Orthodox families with children desiring to attend Annunciation Orthodox School 

 
éand annual distributions from the Fund have grown from several thousand dollars in the early years to over 
~$250,000 in 2025, with total distributions since inception of ~$1,725,000. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information about ways to support the AGOC Endowment, including how to make a planned gift 
through your will, please contact George Postolos at gpostolos@eventellect.com, Richard McGee at  
richardkmcgee@gmail.com, James Pappas at jcp@jcpinv.com, or the Cathedral office 713-526-5377. 

mailto:richardkmcgee@gmail.com
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The Life of St. Basil the Great  

S 
aint Basil the Great was born in the year 329 in Caesarea of Cappadocia, to a family renowned for their 

learning and holiness. His parents' names were Basil and Emmelia. His mother Emmelia (commemorated 

July 19 and May 30) and his grandmother Macrina (January 14) are Saints of the Church, together with all 

his brothers and sisters: Macrina, his elder sister (July 19), Gregory of Nyssa (January 10), Peter of Sebastia 

(January 9), and Naucratius. Basil studied in Constantinople under the sophist Libanius, then in Athens, where also he 

formed a friendship with the young Gregory, a fellow Cappadocian, later called "the Theologian." Through the good 

influence of his sister Macrina, he chose to embrace the ascetical life, abandoning his worldly career. He visited the 

monks in Egypt, in Palestine, in Syria, and in Mesopotamia, and upon returning to Caesarea, he departed to a her-

mitage on the Iris River in Pontus, not far from Annesi, where his mother and his sister Macrina were already treading 

the path of the ascetical life; here he also wrote his ascetical homilies. 

 

About the year 370, when the bishop of his country reposed, he was elected to succeed to his throne and was entrusted 

with the Church of Christ, which he tended for eight years, living in voluntary poverty and strict asceticism, having no 

other care than to defend holy Orthodoxy as a worthy successor of the Apostles. The Emperor Valens, and Modestus, 

the Eparch of the East, who were of one mind with the Arians, tried with threats of exile and of torments to bend the 

Saint to their own confession, because he was the bastion of Orthodoxy in all Cappadocia, and preserved it from heresy 

when Arianism was at its strongest. But he set all their malice at nought, and in his willingness to give himself up to 

every suffering for the sake of the Faith, showed himself to be a martyr by volition. Modestus, amazed at Basil's fear-

lessness in his presence, said that no one had ever so spoken to him. "Perhaps," answered the Saint, "you have never 

met a bishop before." The Emperor Valens himself was almost won over by Basil's dignity and wisdom. When Valens' 

son fell gravely sick, he asked Saint Basil to pray for him. The Saint promised that his son would be restored if Valens 

agreed to have him baptized by the Orthodox; Valens agreed, 

Basil prayed and the son was restored. But afterwards the Em-

peror had him baptized by Arians, and the child died soon after. 

Later, Valens, persuaded by his counselors, decided to send the 

Saint into exile because he would not accept the Arians into 

communion; but his pen broke when he was signing the edict of 

banishment. He tried a second time and a third, but the same 

thing happened, so that the Emperor was filled with dread, and 

tore up the document, and Basil was not banished. The truly 

great Basil, spent with extreme ascetical practices and continual 

labors, at the helm of the church, departed to the Lord on the 1st 

of January in 379, at the age of forty-nine. 

 

His writings are replete with wisdom and erudition, and with 

these gifts he set forth the doctrines concerning the mysteries 

both of the creation (see his Hexaemeron) and of the Holy Trini-

ty (see On the Holy Spirit). Because of the majesty and keenness 

of his eloquence, he is honored as "the revealer of heavenly 

things" and "the Great." 

 

Saint Basil is also celebrated on January 30 with Saint Gregory 

the Theologian and Saint John Chrysostom. These great Fathers 

and Theologians of the Church are commemorated on this day 

as the ñThree Hierarchs.ò 
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Youth & Young Adult Ministries 

Young Professionals  

Friendsgiving potluck  

 & fellowship evening  

Sunday, November 16th  


