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To Believe or not to Believe, that is the Question

"That whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”-John 3:15

he answer to the question whether to believe or not believe in Jesus as Savior, Mes-
siah, and Son of God is crucial, vital for our salvation. The whole purpose of the

Gospels is to reveal Him as the Christ (Messiah, the Anointed One), the only be-

gotten Son of God, who was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and
became man for our salvation (The Nicene Creed). St John the Evangelist puts particular em- =
phasis, on believing, and making belief in Him the purpose of his Gospel: 4 P
6 6 wl B iEdubd) D W IGE Oud E e | O i E 10 w )uld 10N OuwwibD W eu O O iuE O E
I EU Qb ODER EYI wdBDDIEOD G wipy Off HOA

Qu

U
So much is his emphasis on believing that StJohn uses the term "believe" (pisteuein) 98 times, whereas in all three
of the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) together, it appears only 34 times. He quotes Jesus numer-
ous times and under different circumstances, where He says that if one desires eternal life (salvation), one has to
believe in Him. In the quote appearing under the title above, for example, Jesus was directing Himself to Nico-
demus, a ruler of the Sanhedrin who had come to Him at night, and who could not understand that in order to
see and enter the Kingdom of God one had to be born again from above (anothen) of water and Spirit; that is,
one had to have a spiritual rebirth by being Baptized and Christmated. (John 3:3,5) A few verses later, Christ
further said to Nicodemus that "God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever be-
lieves in Him should not perish but have everlasting life." (John 3:16). In the Gospel of Mark, showing one in-
stance of unity among the Gospels, Jesus makes particular note of two conditions to salvation by bringing to-
gether belief in Him and Baptism when He states:

"He who believes [in Christ] and is baptized will be saved." (Mark 16:16) Finally, in yet another chapter in St.
John's Gospel, Christ even more emphatically stated: "Most Assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, has
everlasting life." (John 6:47)

The foregoing brings us to the question of what do we understand "believe" to mean. How does it relate to
"faith?" How are they interpreted in the Bible in general and the Gospel of John in particular? In Greek, the
verb to believe (pisteuolpisteuein) and "faith" (pistis) have the same root; therefore, have similar meaning. Pisteue-
in is to "believe", to "have faith," "come to faith," "put faith." It is a verb, an action. Pistis is the noun signifying
belief or faith. In the New Testament and in the Gospel of John in particular, to believe is much more than an
inner assent or acceptance as a fact, or recognition. Even the Gadarene demoniac "believed" in/recognized
Christ for Who He is, but obviously did not have faith ("What have I to do with you, Jesus, Son of the most
High God?"-Luke 8:28).wAcuording to the late, great, Catholic theologian, Fr. Raymond Brown, for John believ-
ing is an active commitment to Jesus for Who he is, and dedication of one's life to Him. In other words, it im-
plies discipleship. Belief and faith are intertwined. Faith in Jesus is at once believing and recognizing who
Christ is, having trust and being dedicated and obedient to Him, and having a relationship with Him/
being in communion with Him. This belief and faith is dynamic. We grow and mature into it by coming to
an intimate, experiential knowledge (epignosis) of Him. It is not an intellectual knowledge. This is a life-long
journey of imitating Jesus, becoming more and more like Christ. We were created in the image and likeness
of God. We grow and mature in the likeness of God by imitating our model, our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. This is our purpose in life, becoming more and more like Christ-this is theosis. This is our calling.
Let us follow Him.

Fr. Demetri Tagaropulos
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Feast of the Veneration of the Holy Cross 2026

Wery Reverend, Reverend Fathers, and Devout Faithful of the
Crod-Provected Merropolis of Denver,

On the Thisd Sunday of Geeat and Holy Lent, our Holy Church brings forth the Precious and Life-Giving
Cross for our ence MIEAEETEE ancd F:I!:rl:l'lgt]:n.':l‘!li.ﬂg as we continee the Lenten iuu TTEY. As we |:l|:~||-r:|1i|'l'l in the h:.mn.q aof
thi day, "We venerate your Cross, 0 Cheast, and we glorify your Resorrection™ we are reminded that the Cross seands

at the very heart of our life in Chiist.

Ui this sacred "?und:ll.,_ [ azk Vs i IJr.a]'q.l'I!_uﬂ'. SUPPOE :'a]:ll.'nl!i:ll collection for the benefit of our stadents
]:ll'L'I:l'.'l:rh'lg for the HL:-]] Pricathood ar Hellenic {-ul.'lu!_rq. and Hl::l|lI Croas Cereck Orthodox Sehool af T]:lL-ul.-ug] Ohar
seminarians have responded o the call to ke up the Cross of C heist (Matehew 16:24), offering their lives in service 1o
the Church and the people of God.

The Church chants that the Cross is “the strengrth of the fxithful, the beaury of the Church, and the supjort
of the world.” Through vour generosity, vou participate directly in this holy work, helping to form future prieses who
will preach the Gospel, celebrate the Haoly Myateries, and guide our fxithful with humilivy, Iove, and saerificial care.

All funds collected through this special tray will be forwarded o the Metropaolis, and distribated o our
seminarians prior to Pascha, Your gracious offering, given in the spirit of repentance and love, s a powerful
expression of cur shared responsibility wo norture amd sustain those who will serve Christ's Chuech in the years o
COMTIC,

I am very proud to share with you thar at present we have nine stdents from our Metropolis who are
studying for the Holy Priesthood. For the Fall semeseer of 2026, five have thos far submitted their applicasions and
have been accepred from seross our Metropolis o attend the Theological School. Since the inception of this program
three yvears age, through your generosity, nearly 3200000 in scholaeships bave been distribuated to our students. As
the costs of higher education continee 1o rise, we ag a Merropolis, are combarting this by our support. I you are not
prepared today g0 make an offerdng, you may po divectly o the Metropaolis website, where there will be a apecial
buttcn that will accept vour donation,  The goal = for our studenes o exit the school debt free, thanks o vour
Suppodt, the SUp Ot of our :'I-II_'l.I.'HFlul.i.‘l ancl loeal F|:|J'|.u|:ll|.:-|:'|'||.:-:l I:|:La|:'.lll.':r.‘::_ ancd fEnErous imcliwicluals,

As we venerate the f:r-u.‘:.‘:} REEHRY it be for all of us a source of .‘:lrL'ﬂ.ng"l, it an] b Hpe. [ thank ¥ foe our
continued faithfulness and generosity to our studentes, and 1 pray that the Lord will bless you abundantdy for your love
ot His Chuseh.

With paternal love in Christ,
7(- Meckagetebon (elachi, of Jove-

T CONSTANTINE
Metropolitan of Denver



THE ANNUNCI ATOR Page

"1 OOl OPEw" OO0O0I T 1 w O0aw" UOUUw&UI I

P N

2ET OOOwWOl w3l 1 6060061 asd
%OUOEI EwDOwhNt AOw' "' " wbUwUI I wOOET U
UPOQwWOIl wi DT T1T UwOl EUOPOT wbOw- OUUT w

UT 1 0001 PEEOOwWxUOI 1 UUPOOEOOWEOEWOPET UEOWEUUUwWxUOT
"1 001 OPEwWwOOQGI UIDWUwPbUwOOI wEEEE]I OPEWEOE Wl EEOI UPEU
1 OTET I EwPOwUT 1T wi EVEEUDPOOWEOE Wi OUOEUDPOOWOT wlOTl 1T wi U
"1 001 OPEwW" 0001 T 1 wuwPUWEWYPEUEOUwW. UUT OEORwW" T UPUUPEOD
Ol EET UUT DxwbPbOwUT 1 PUwxUOI T UUPOOUWEOEWDPOWUT I PUWEO(
EEEEI OPEUwUT EOWEUTl wi UUUTT Uwl OUPET 1l EWEAWEUOUUUE O
Ol JWEPUUDPOEUDY! wxl EET O1T awi OUUI UUwWEwW! OOPUUPEWT UOP
Ol EOUEOOaOwUxDPUPUUEOOAOWUOEPEOOAWEDEWXx]T UUOOEOOa S
UPOOUWET EOOI WUEEUI EwYOEEUDOOUS
" O00aw" UOUUOWUT T wOi 1 66061 PEEOWU
UET EPOET Ul wOi w OIl UPEEWEOEwWOI €
OOOw3T 1 OOO1T PEEOwW( OUUPUUUI OwbUu
w." I UDUUDPEQWUET OOOwWOi wiOi 1 60061 a w
07T U1 1 wi UEEUEOT WETTUI T Uow, EVUDIT L
RO w3ii 0001 PEEOwW 20UEDI Uw m, 32 AL
@31, AKBw6el OOwOYT UwwyYd wdOl wOT T wx U
&UI T Ow. U0l OEORwW UET EDPOEIT UIl woIi
="' O0aw" UOUUBw' 60aw" UbUUwWI EVWED!
“OU00w OIl UPEEWEOEwWPOWOEQAWEOUOUU

" O00aw" UOUUwW&UIT 1 Ow. UUT OEORW2ET OOOwWOI w311 OOO61T awi EU
EORw UET EPOE]I Ul wubObw O1I UPEEwWUDPOE]I wbUOwbPEUwWI OUOEIT EUu
L UOOOOPOI Ow, EUVUEET UUT YUUwPOWHRNKAOWUUOUET 60 U w EEAEWIUE
I EUEEUPOOEOwWUI UOUUET UWEBEWUDPET wWwEUOUUUEOwWOFI1 UPOI
Ol 1l EUwWOi wUOI T w" T UUET Owi BxEOET EwbOwhNt Wdw( UUwT udpU
U1 wEUI EUPOOwWOl wEwWUI xEUEU]I wUOET UT UEEUEUT wUET 006060
Uwbi wEl O1 EVEUT wUOT T w51 61 UEUPOOWOIQwOG 1T Cw Uuatud " Gl GAR
Ol OPEwWtuwOOa ut wOUUwPUw. 41 wWUEEUI EWUET 0008 w( il wadluwt

PppPSETI OESOUT vyEODEUI



http://www.agoc.org/donate

THE ANNUNCI ATOR

chos Soci ¢
ek Orthodo

Ladi es Phil o

pt o
Annunciation Gr e

7A x1 0O
&ET Al

OAIl AEI
xA xAOA AAT A 061 O0OPPI OO OAOGAOAT AAOBEQE
OAOOAAOOh DPOOAEAOGEI C A 31 A0O0 "1 AOA AI|O
OTEZAI OI 6 A O TO60O EOTETO "/9!.0h AT A 1|l O/

A 1EEA O OEATE AOGAOUITA & O
Oi AAOO xEI 1 AA 166 Oiils o1 A
E

|
1 OI
=T OO0ODPDPI OO 1T 0600 11T AAT AT A -AdoillbpI

ol AAGA PI1 AT 11 DPAOOEAEDPAOET ¢ E1 OEAOA O
- AOAEPOET ¢ 3AT A "AEA 3AT A 0OAPAOAOEINT q
-1 T AAUh -oOA#0ARATco- T T AAU 2A00AAOR 3PAAEA
2A08 &08 ' AT OCA O0OAOOAT EI Oh O0OES$
7AAT AOAAUR o5 OO MEE AvEOAO , EOOOCU &I O |OE
(EO %i ET AT AA - AOOI bi 1 EOA #1171 OOAT OE|l A
301 AAUhOepADEITI 30T AAU |, OT AE

Y114 vCcA?21A

’ —)

3POET Cc "AEA 3AT A $AOAOQq

AOzgth A A& OE 3DAT AET PEOA

A Ozpup-hi &7 AA A4EOT PEOA

AO zquhA A& OE +1 O1 1 OOAEEA

AO ¢ph 3AO0O0O0ORAAOOEOOET
AO-cqph & OE Q "3MER 3 AOPA OEAE




THE ANNUNCI ATOR Pa@e

Ladies Philoptochos Society
Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cat |

Houst on, Texas

Me mber s hi @2 ORRo6r m

Name _ Phone (
Address _ e
city/ SsStatel/lzip _____ __ __ Emai | _
I would |Iike to join Philoptochos or ren
When making your commitmenilbplfeamrswearr cdaent mbe r Md thrad p
an#ilbs forwarded to National Phil optochos. The re
vi brant work of our chapter
My Stewardship Commit menhChiesk $enldcaosshe den dliPas e d
Online
Commi ttee Selections
|l am interested in helping in the following ways
1 Baking 1 Fundraising
1 Luncheons 1 Mi ni s Wwirtihés our parish
1 Ministries in the Hou¥tehtabmmosity
1 Receptions 1 Board Member
Payments may slteanmadacdceg kdybel @QRv,c mde by emai | i
this complebgdcpbi mopbochoshamnst ona®@g mai Ip.a
through ourwwwbagbtepht| ohouston. com



mailto:agocphiloptochoshouston@gmail.com
http://www.agocphilohouston.com

Pade® THE ANNUNCI ATOR

N Ve

Sunday, February 22 Sunday, March 15
Forgiveness Sunday (Cheesefare) 39 Sunday of Great Lent: Sunday of the Holy Cross
L U0T - &l wEDY DOT w-pBhYYUWdEaOw . UUT -0 Kk wEDY D OT  w-gim By Byl EaQw
%OUT PYI Ol UWog Y wxOUUw

Monday, March 16
Monday, February 23 A A
Clean Monday- Great Lent Begins &UlI EUw” Gbe Dpax
&UI EUwW" Glde PP Ok Qi Wednesday, March 18
Wednesday, February 25 NuOUUwe2uwOHUDr | Ew# b OPY wx DU U
N OUUweuw/AHUDT | Ew# DM O wikEmidh)y March 20
Friday, February 27 Salutations to the Theotokos: 4" Stanza
Saluta’tions to the Theotokos: ' Stanza ZEOQUUEUBOOU wU-Golyiylwsl | OUOOOL
2EQUUEUDPOOVU wU-awYiYiwxdd 1 OO0 %@r@é}%amh 29

h .

Saturday, February 28 4 \Syr_w'da}y prreat L\enAt.'St. J~o\hn of th? l_a_qqe[ CA
UUT - W W wEDY B O w-hHU WUl E&Ow Monday, March 23
Sunday, March 1 &UI E0w" Gl 9p @k Qi
I Sunday of Great Lent: Sunday of Orthodoxy Tuesday, March 24
. UUT -0 Kl wEDY B O w-thb Uy yUd ESOw Eve of the Annunciation
Monday, March 2 &UI EQwsT Ux1 UGuwé wy oOO0O0EUDE W
&UI EQw" GD&ppak @ Wednesday, March 25

Wednesday, March 4 Fegst of the Annunciation of the Theotokos

NWOUUwWEW OB | Ew# bl 8Py wxo bYWy wEO e
"Pl UEUEI BPEEOWHDPY HQEQ+DPUUUI au

Friday, March 6 _

Salutations to the Theotokos: "¢ Stanza Friday, March 27

2EOQOUUVEUDPOOUwl-wiyiwuxzd 1 ©U Galdatiens to the Theotokos: The Akathist Hymn
2EOQUUEUDPOOU wUawYiyiwxdd I OUO0OL
Sunday, March 8 w Y
nd .
2" Sunday of Great Lent: St. Gregory Palamas Sunday, March 29

- UUT-o il wEDY DO u-Eb YLy B 5" Sunday of Great Lent: St. Mary of Egypt
Monday’ March 9 . U 0 -|- -ml(bl.,KLkl {:U#E@Y b éi UJ-'MED OKUKULIE@.U
&UI EQw" e ppak G

Monday, March 30
Wednesday, March 11 &UI EQw" b ppdk G
NuOUUweuEAAUDr | Ew# bW oYY wuxDUUUT aw

Wednesday, April 1

Friday, March 13 NuOUUweuwOBUDr i Ew#b P wx DO U
Salutations to the Theotokos: 3¢ Stanza

2EQUUEUDPOOU wWU-wlYlwxsldi 1 O 0 Gatdday April 4
Saturday of Lazarus
L UU0T - o b iy wEDY DOT w-iHQ Byud EaOw



THE ANNUNCI ATOR

Padd

T HOLY & GREAT WeeK 2026 T

Saturday, April 4™ — Saturday of Lazarus

8:30 am - Orthros // 9:30 am Divine Liturgy
Sunday, April 5TH _ Palm Sunday, Christ’s Entrance into Jerusalem
8:15 am - Orthros // 9:30 am Divine Liturgy

7:00 pm - Orthros of Holy Monday: Service of the Bridegroom

Monday, April A Holy & Great Monday
7:00 pm - Orthros of Holy Tuesday: Service of the Bridegroom

Tuesday, April g = Holy & Great Tuesday
7:00 pm - Orthros of Holy Wednesday: Service of the Bridegroom

Wednesday, April STH _ Holy & Great Wednesday
9:30 am - Divine Liturgy of the Pre-Sanctified Gifts
3:00 pm - Sacrament of Holy Unction
7:00 pm - Orthros of Holy Thursday: The Mystical Supper
Holy Unction will also be administered following the service

Thursday, April 9'"— Holy & Great Thursday
9:30 am - Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great:
The Mystical Supper and the Institution of the Holy Eucharist
7:00 pm - Orthros of Holy Friday: The Passion and Crucifixion of Christ

Friday, April 1O TEE Holy & Great Friday
9:30 am - Royal Hours
3:00 pm - Great Vespers: The Descent from the Holy Cross
7:00 pm - Orthros of Holy Saturday:
The Lamentations, the Descent into Hell, and the Destruction of Death

Saturday, April 11™— Holy & Great Saturday
9:30 am - Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great
Proti-Anastasi, the Announcement of the Resurrection and the Empty Tomb

11:00 pm - Orthros and Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom:

SUNDAY, APRIL 12™ X CREAT & HOLY PASCHA

11:00 am - Agape Vespers
Friday, April 17™ — Bright Friday
8:30 am - Orthros // 9:30 am Divine Liturgy: Theotokos, the Life-Giving Spring

Sunday, April 1 LS Sunday of Thomas
8:00 am - Orthros // 9:00 am Divine Liturgy
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Join us for our annual

Begin the Lenten season with
a moment of reflection and
spiritual renewal

{ FEBRUARY 23 + AT 10 AM }
: GREAT COMPLINE AT 6:00 PM :
Presentation by
Rev. Fr. George Parsenios, PhD
Professor of New Testament at
Hellenic College Holy Cross Greek
Orthodox School of Theology |
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