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Theosis, Becoming more Like God

"As His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness...
[that] You may be partakers of the divi

S we enter and journey through y S nt,
pose and ultimate goal in |ife: on
pose really started ausnakeatmamnn nay S
toOuri magekof reflection) Ouracda N il to
(omi.osi"s)(Genesis 1:26) Only man was & - : ed.
"according to their kind," not God's. 0 ﬂs 1
t ween image and | i keness. As Clark Car "iplai
tion of God, but he i sl il éohfe sGotdo tdirroow,( COR u reee
He quotes St. Diadochos of Photiki who wWrote:. "A]
in His |ikeness is granted only to those who thr
jection to God..." He also quotes St. Maxi mus th
ture indeed is made to the i mage of God; but onl
ot her words, we are to grow in His |ikeness thro
He is our model ; He has shown us the way for He
14:6) Only by imitating Him and the great | ove t
of "l ove one another as | have | oved you." (John
as an extension and expression of our | ove: good
pose, to be conformed to the I|Iikeness of God. St.
For Whom He did foreknow, He also did predest
mi ght be the first bFournt haentormogr ema niyn bEpehtehsrieann.s 2: 1
Hi s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for goo

in them."

This process of wuniting with Christ and renewi
nation, when Christ took on flesh and assumed ou
Christ through faith in Baptism began the renewa
is to ascend the | adder to Christ and His Kingdo
whose divine na(tpurroeh ahiorteasnipse)y et aadedubsequentl| vy,
grace what God is by nature. As we partake of tF
i shed and our " hunigmriothyawirtehsiitsh)er pdeoegpas edke Gotl
God. Thus, we share in God's nature @tdhuiu@ihc oHmis

"partakers of the divine nature." (2Peter 2:4)
Let us humbly and continuously give thanks an:
for His I ncarnation, Hi s Sacrificial |l ove for wus
the right of the Father. For through al/l of this
and in eternal l oving relationship and communi on
mercy, because of His great | ovet dogewwihtehr wdhtrhi swh.i.

us twpg et lmenrd mbadgeiu etshhet heavenly places-6)n Chri st

During this period of GreatetlLkeatti betand eepal
of fasting, prayer and al msgiving. May Chr iksal igr
dinamas we prepare to méeatscAHmeem .at Holy and Gl or i c
+Fr . Demetri
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Christ is Risen! Truly He is Risen!
Sharing in the Joy of our Risen Lord!
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A BRIEF SUMMARY OFOLY 0 WGREAT WEEK
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T HOLY & GREAT WeeK 2026 T

Saturday, April 4= Saturday of Lazarus
8:30 am - Orthros // 9:30 am Divine Liturgy

Sunday, April 5TH _ Palm Sunday, Christ’s Entrance into Jerusalem
8:15 am - Orthros // 9:30 am Divine Liturgy
7:00 pm - Orthros of Holy Monday: Service of the Bridegroom

Monday, April 6™ — Holy & Great Monday
7:00 pm - Orthros of Holy Tuesday: Service of the Bridegroom

Tuesday, April g Holy & Great Tuesday
7:00 pm - Orthros of Holy Wednesday: Service of the Bridegroom

Wednesday, April 8™ — Holy & Great Wednesday
9:30 am - Divine Liturgy of the Pre-Sanctified Gifts
3:00 pm - Sacrament of Holy Unction
7:00 pm - Orthros of Holy Thursday: The Mystical Supper
Holy Unction will also be administered following the service

Thursday, April gt — Holy & Great Thursday
9:30 am - Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great:
The Mystical Supper and the Institution of the Holy Eucharist
7:00 pm - Orthros of Holy Friday: The Passion and Crucifixion of Christ

Friday, April 10T Holy & Great Friday
9:30 am - Royal Hours
3:00 pm - Great Vespers: The Descent from the Holy Cross
7:00 pm - Orthros of Holy Saturday:
The Lamentations, the Descent into Hell, and the Destruction of Death

Saturday, April 11— Holy & Great Saturday
9:30 am - Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great
Proti-Anastasi, the Announcement of the Resurrection and the Empty Tomb

11:00 pm - Orthros and Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom:

SUNDAY, APRIL 12™ X GREAT & HOLY PASCHA

11:00 am - Agape Vespers

Friday, April I ek Bright Friday
8:30 am - Orthros // 9:30 am Divine Liturgy: Theotokos, the Life-Giving Spring

Sunday, April I S ae Sunday of Thomas
8:00 am - Orthros // 9:00 am Divine Liturgy
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OPTOq . . .
~ Ladi es Phil optochos Soci

Annunciation Greek Orthod«

Greetings to our Annunciation family. We hope you have had a blessed reflective Lenten
journey to Pascha. In line with our mission and with your encouragement, generosity, and
support, Philoptochos continues to serve those in need.

It has been a busy few months:

* Vasilopita donations designated for youth needs locally and within our Metropolis are
available. An application form will soon be sent to the various ministries to request
funds.

* February proved to be a busy month.

o The Philoptochos memorial in memory of our faithful members

o Membership and Mimosas inviting those interested to join.

o A speaker, Sousanna Stratmann, was brought in to speak on the adoptions from
Greece after World War Il. ldeas for additional speakers of interest to the
community are welcomed.

o "Busy Hands” project, hygiene kits were prepared for [OCC. The initial goal was
100. The process moved so quickly, the number will be increased next time.
We had a few very young helpers as well.

o We hosted the Clean Monday retreat. Rev. Fr. George Parsenios, PhD, professor
of New Testament at Hellenic College Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of
Theology, was the guest speaker giving a thought provoking and inspiring
presentation.

¢ A book and clothing drive was held during lent for the Bellaire Behavioral Hospital.

¢ Hosted lunch after the Divine Liturgy for the Feast of the Annunciation on March 25,

¢ The Spring Bake Sale preparations were completed.

e (ift bags with tsourekia are being prepared for those unable to get out, clergy, and
staff.

 Hosting the lunch after the Palm Sunday Divine Liturgy,

There is more to come. Again, we thank vou for your support and invite you to provide
input on any projects or speakers of interest.

Kado Maoya!
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PALMT CROSSES

QLAZARAKIA

'RIDAY, APRIL 3

5.1 MARTEL HALL

LAZARAKTA @ 5:00 PM
PALM CROSS FOLDING & DINNER @ §:00 pM

AGOC FAMILIES WILL BE COMING TOGETHER TO FOLD
PALM CROSSES AND FAITH FAMILIES WILL BE BAKING
LAZARAKIA TOGETHER IN CELEBRATION OF THE
SATURDAY OF LAZARUS. DINNER WILL BE PROVIDED.

-r.
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ST JOHN CHRYSOSTOM ORATORICAL FESTIVAL

Congratulations to all of our participants in 2026 Oratorical Festival!

Junior Division Senior Division
15t Place - Ava Wisa 1st Place - Maryn Wise
2nd Place - Sophia Papazis 2nd Place - Eleni Rase Strickler
3rd Place - Lea Spiliotis 3rd Place - Alexander Keams

Hanoraide Mention - Alkandra Chauvet Haonorable Mention - Achilles Thanasoulas

Hanorable kention - Mara Kahl

Honorable Mention — Giorgos Spilatis

We are so proud of all of our participants and commend their willingness to
write and speak about their faith!

Thank you to our Judges, Timekeeper, and Photographer for giving of their time!

Junior Division Judges: Georgia Cotsoradis, Peter Elgohary, Kosta Georgeton, Eleni MoGee,
Diean Petrou.

Senior Division Judges: Greg Hakvatzis, Demitrios Karageorgos, Cynthia Kostas, Stephanie Sullo,
Christina Triantaphyllis.

Timekeeper: Lucas Postalos
Photographer: Fahno Georgeton

Thank you to Fr. Efstratios for supporting and encouraging our youth to participate in this
warthy program and to all of our clergy and Cathedral family.

Maryn Wise [Senior Division) and Ava Wise [Junlar Division] will go on to régresent our Annunciation
Cathadral at the Metropoalis of Denver Oratorical Festival at 5t George Greak Orthodas Chwrch in
Albuguerque, MM April 24'-26th. We wish them all the best!




THE ANNUNCI ATOR Padé

Congratulations
Class of 2026!

Join us as we honor and celebrate the
Class of 2026 at the Divine Liturgy
on Sunday, May 17, 2026

Light brunch in the Martel Hall following Divine Liturgy.

To be recognized on Graduates' Sunday:

Please complete this form by May 1, 2026.

i Sl
RS E

Registration Link HERE

Questions? Contact Christina or QR code

@ ChristinaP@agoc.org
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COME VISIT THE AGOC BOOKSTORE

Here we are, well into that period of Great Lent . Preparation
for this period of spiritual reflection and fasting is very im-
portant. In the Greek tradition our homes must also be pre-
pared with a thorough cleaning right before Great Lent begins.

Consider visiting your Orthodox publications in your home library. You may have books
in your collection that you have no intention of rereading. They have probably been sit-
ting there for many years!

Hel p spr ead tRease eoosider éonating Orthodox publications from your li-
brary to our Cathedral bookstore. They may be added to our bookstore, our library or

the archives; or make them available to our Church family by placing them on the free
cart right outside the bookstore.

The next time you are looking for that special gift for a graduate, godchild, wedding, or
baptism, stop by the bookstore. We have a wide variety of books including the Orthodox
Study Bible, writings of the Church fathers, lives and writings of the saints, prayer
books, liturgical books, and cookbooks.

We have a great selection of OrRaterikah dox Kids byi |

Potamitis Publications. The family publishing company writes: Read from the
oPateri kon for Kids, 6 and the |ives of the
life!

dr

S

GEROCHRISTO CROSSES. Just arrived from GreeceéThan

as! Gerochristos is known for creating handcrafted, high -quality pieces of jewelry since
1900. His designs are recognized by his unique style, blending Byzantine and Renais-
sance motifs with gold and sterling silver. All Gerochristo crosses are made of silver 925
and solid gold 18K. Newer pieces are offered in 925 silver with gold plated parts. The
stones include precious and semi -precious stones.

EASTER IS ALMOST HERE ; we still have a few days ahead to prepare for the great-
est feast of the Church year, Pascha! The RED EGG DYE s available. Read the chil-
d r e n 0 s The Miadie,of the Red Egg to find out more about how this tradition started
back in apostolic times.
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PASCHA GIFTS FOR SPECIAL PEOPLE. Select a beautifully decorated, hand -
painted Pascha candle for your Godchild. Consider an age appropriate Bible, i.e., The
Beginnerds Bible or the | eatherette Orthodox

about the history of the Church are available and may even be of benefit to adult read-
ers.

Take advantage of some great publications that we brought in for you! "The Great Lent,
Journey to Pascha" and "Pilgrimage & Pascha, A Journey through Great Lent" are some
of the books that you can refer to year after year to educate you and guide you through
the season.

LENTEN FASTING is part of our tradition and our bookstore has several editions to
offer! Either for those who have been fasting since the beginning of the Great Lent or for
those who just want to fast during the Holy Week, fasting cookbooks will give great help!
And not only during this period of time, as fasting is almost half the days of the year!
Our favorite is "Fasting as a Family", from a food blogger and mother of 11 who will
walk you through the process of stocking your Lenten pantry, planning meals and cook-
ing easy meals for kids and adults!

LOVE AT LENT: For our little ones, we have plenty of coloring and activity books! Our
favorite one is "Love at Lent" a box filled with activity cards to be drawn at random each
day of Great Lent designed to encourage mindfulness, humility and kindness for the
whole family. We also love the sweet little books PATERIKON FOR KIDS, each being
dedicated to a Saint or feast day. What a great little Easter gift they make!

If you would like to start burning incense at home during prayer, we have everything
you need! From the incense burner, to charcoal and incense made by the monks in
Mount Athos, we will help you start this practice rooted in scripture and ancient tradi-
tion!

All CDs are on sale! Check them out and get your home filled with peaceful hymns to
help you stay vigilant and faithful during this difficult time of temptation!

We look forward to meeting you on Sunday at the bookstore following the Divine Liturgy
oron aweekday! QAIl & DZAR A 1Blsséddent!
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